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1640,  Apl.  11.  P  2  Fisher  Gen  (1898):  Anthony 
Fisher  was  buried  this  date  per  the  parish  register 
of  Syleham,  Co.  Suffolk,  England.  He  lived  in  the 
latter  part  of  Queen  Elizabeth's  time  (1533-1603) 
and  for  a  generation  later.  The  parish  of  Syleham 
is  located  in  the  town  of  Weymouth,  near  Eyre, 
County  Suffolk,  on  the  south  bank  of  the  Waveney 
River.  He  lived  on  a  freehold  estate  called  Wyg- 
notte. 

1641,  Dec.  Do:  His  will  was  admitted  to  probate 
in  London;  but  the  Fisher  Genealogy  does  not  show  it. 

CHILDREN 

(per  Candler  Manuscript  No.  6071  Harleian  Collection  p  381 ;  baptisms  are  per  the  Parish  Record  of  Syleham) 

1.  DEA.  JOSHUA  bp.  Feb’y  24,  1585,  twin;  m  (1) - ;  he  d.  Nov.  9,  1674,  x  89  she  d.  a  1636  5  ch 

He  m  (2)  Feb'y  7,  1638,  Anne  Luson  at  Syleham,  England.  They  came  to  New  England  the  next  year  and 
settled  at  Dedham,  Mass.,  and  in  1650  he  was  1st  Deacon  of  Church  at  Med  field.  Was  a  blacksmith.  Second 
wife  d.  Jan’y  27,  1676/7. 

2.  MARY  bp.  Feb’y  24,  1585,  twin;  m.  W.  Brigge;  he  was  of  Deningham,  Co.  Suffolk,  Eng. 

3.  ANTHONY  bp.  Apl.  23,  1591;  m„  Mary - (see  below) 

4.  AMOS  b. - ;  m.  Wid.  Anne  Morrise  Locke  4  ch 

He  farmed  an  estate  at  Custridge  Hall,  parish  of  Weeley,  Co.  Essex,  Eng.,  which  is  in  the  hundred  of  Tendring 
between  Colchester  and  the  sea.  She  was  widow  of  Daniel  Locke. 

5.  REV.  CORNELIUS  bp.  Aug.  6,  1599;  m.  Elizabeth - ;  he  d.  a  1641,  x  a  42  she  d. - 

He  had  degree  of  M.  A.  from  Cambridge.  Taught  school  at  E.  Bergholt,  Co.  Suffolk,  Eng.  In  will  he  referred 
to  3  brothers  and  2  sisters  and  mother.  His  wife  m  (2)  Rev.  George  Smith  of  Dedham,  England. 

6.  MARTHA  b. - ;  m.  John  Buckingham;  he  was  of  Syleham,  Eng. 


ANTHONY  FISHER  bp.  Apl.  23,  1591 

MARY -  m  (1)  Mary - 

b.  -  m  (2)  Nov.  14,  1663 

d.  -  Wid.  Isabel  Breck 

he  d.  Apl.  18,  1671 
a;  80 

1642,  Mch.  27.  Vol.  I,  p  26  C  R,  Ptd,  Dedham: 
“Mary  Fisher  ye  wife  of  Anthony  Fisher  was  re¬ 
ceived  into  ye  church  27th  1m  1642." 

1652/3,Mch.9.  P9  Fisher  Gen  (1898):  “A  Bond 
to  make  from  Daniel,  Antho:  Natha:  &  Cornell: 
Fisher,  to  their  mother,  to  paye  ten  £  per  annum: 


1591,  Apl.  23.  P  3  Fisher  Gen  (1898):  “An to¬ 
rn  us  Fysher  bapt.  erat  23  Aprilis  anno  sup .  dicto.” 
He  was  bom  on  the  estate  Wygnotte  at  Syleham, 
Suffolk  Co.,  England,  and  a  few  days  later  prob¬ 
ably  was  this  baptism. 

1637,  June  26.  P  289  Hotton:  He  was  46  years 
old  when  he  set  sail  for  America,  coming  probably 
in  the  “Rose,"  as  the  Fisher  Genealogy  thinks, 
which  landed  today  at  Boston  from  Yarmouth, 
Eng.  His  name  does  not,  however,  appear  in  this 
Hotton  list. 

1637,  July  18.  Vol.  I,  p  3  T  V,  Ptd:  Anthony 


ANTHONY  FISHER  b. - 

MARY  FISKE  m.. - 

b.  -  bur.  Apl.  11,  1640 

d.  - 

1638,  May  23.  P2Do:  Mary  Fisher  was  living 
at  home  in  England  when  her  son  Rev.  Cornelius 
made  his  will  this  date,  mentioning  her.  At  this 
time  she  is  over  seventy  probably. 
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at  £2^1  Os  the  quarter  of  the  year,  in  paym’t  to  her 
just  content  during  her  natural  life  after  their 
Father's  decease.”  From  this  it  is  inferred  that 
Anthony  had  given  the  bulk  of  his  property  to  his 
sons,  and  they  bound  themselves  to  support  their 
mother  if  she  were  left  dependent.  She  lived  prob¬ 
ably  close  to  ten  years  longer  or  until  say  a  year  or 
two  before  her  husband  m  (2)  Wid.  Isabel  Breck. 


same  to  be  girte  and  to  order  men  to  worke  upon 
cordingly.” 


Fisher  is  36th  among  the  125  who  signed  the 
Town  Covenant  for  the  settling  of  Dedham,  Mass. 
Other  Fishers  signed  later  in  this  order:  John, 
Thomas,  Joshua,  Cornelius,  Samuel,  Thomas. 

1637/8,  Jan’y  1.  Vol.  I,  p  38  T  V,  Ptd:  Anto: 
Fisher  was  one  of  a  committee  “Chosen  to  con¬ 
trive  the  Fabricke  of  a  Meeting  house  to  be  in 
length  36  Foote  &  20:foote  in  bredth,  &  betweene 
the  upp  &  nether  sell  in  ye  studds  12:foote,  the 
same  in  all  workes  as  they  are  sevrally  apted  ac- 


1638,  May  30.  P  44  Do:  “Agreed  yt  a  Rate  shalbe  made  of  &  for  all  charges  concemeing  ye  meeting 
house  according  to  those  Lands  in  p’portion  wch  every  man  nowe  hath  graunted  unto  him.”  Anto  :  Fisher 
is  chairman  of  committee  “apoynted  to  make  sayd  Rate.” 

1638,  July  28.  P  46  Do:  Here  is  a  meadow  lot  assignment:  “Anthony  Fisher  -  7  acr:  -  20  rds  as  it  Lyeth 
next  Tho  :  Fisher.”  The  next  item  shows  his  home  lot. 


1638,  July  28.  Vol.  II,  p  2  L  R,  Dedham:  “Anthony  Fisher  twelve  Acres  more  or  lesse  made  up  good 
by  an  inlargm’nt  Runn  in  amongst  the  Rockes,  &  for  woode  &  timbr  as  it  lyeth  betweene  Mr  John  Allin 
through  out  towards  the  South  &  Thomas  Wighte  through  out  towards  the  North.  And  abutts  upon  the 
Waest  towards  the  East  &  the  Waest  in  the  Rockes  towards  the  West  the  limitts  marked  &  dooled  accord¬ 
ingly.  The  highwaye  leading  towards  the  Ragged  playne  running  through  the  Same.  And  a  certaine  p’cell 
of  ground  allowed  out  of  the  first  line  unto  the  said  Thomas  Wight  for  a  seat  of  an  house,  a  yearde  Roome 
&  Easement  of  water  at  the  Brook  as  it  is  set  out  ther.” 

The  Mr.  John  Allen  mentioned  in  the  house  lot  deed  above  was  Dedham’s  first  pastor  and  he  was  a  keen 
analist  who  left  an  almost  unique  record  of  character  readings  in  his  minutes  of  the  beginnings  of  the 
Dedham  Church.  The  following  comments  concerning  Anthony  Fisher  shows  vividly  the  conflict  that  his 
will  was  waging  with  the  materialistic  world  and  it  is  the  more  striking  when  it  is  shown  that  the  conflict 
continued  for  nearly  seven  long  years  before  his  better  self  won  out. 

.  1638,  Nov.  8.  Vol.  I,  p  6  C  R:  “Anthony  Fisher  by  his  rash  cariage  &  speaches  savoring  of  selfe  con¬ 
fidence  &c  had  given  some  offence  &  ye  company  thought  it  meete  to  seeke  ye  humbling  &  tryall  of  his 
spiritt  wth  some  serious  admonition  from  ye  lord  .... 

“Anthony  Fisher  after  some  meetings  was  brought  to  see  &  acknowledge  his  failings  in  cariage  of  hims’ : 
but  ye  pride  &  haight  of  his  spiritt  wher  wth  he  was  charged  as  ye  roote  of  it  wch  especially  we  endeavoured 
to  have  him  see  &  be  humbled  for;  that  he  could  not  see  nor  be  brought  unto  by  many  meetings  &  follow¬ 
ing  home  of  ye  meanes  of  conviction  upon  him,  but  at  last  ye  lord  by  some  p’tinent  scriptures  alleged  wch 
did  impute  such  effects  to  pride  as  ye  cause  of  them  did  I  so  convince  him  &  in  another  meeting  humbled 
him  as  yt  ye  company  hoped  well  &  tooke  good  satisfaction  &  wth  some  exhortations  to  seeke  emestly  for 
ye  pardon  &  healing  of  thos  evills  &  to  keepe  a  dillige’t  watch  over  his  hart  we  approved  him  as  one  for  ye 
foundation  of  ye  Church . 

“And  further  offences  arising  against  Antony  Fisher  wch  could  not  be  dered  to  ye  satisfaction  of  ye 
p’ties  offended  nor  to  ye  Co’pany  ....  scruples  arising  in  divers  minds  of  ye  Co’pany  we  were  gener¬ 
ally  so  unsatisfied  concerning  him  yt  we  wholy  left  him  out  of  ye  worke  for  ye  prsent  &  desired  him  to  be 
content  to  waite  till  ye  Church  was  gathered  &  then  to  give  further  satisfaction.” 

1640,  Mch.  30.  Vol.  I,  p  66  T  V:  Anthony  Fisher  is  chairman  of  committee  “Deputed  to  fynd  out  the 
high  wayes  betweene  Dedham  &  other  townes  according  to  the  Court  order.” 

1640,  Oct.  27.  P  72  Do:  “Graunted  unto  Anto  :  Fisher  Fifteene  acres  of  planting  grownd  to  lye  upon  ye 
Southeest  side  of  Mr  Allin  our  Pastor  his  farme.”  .... 
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1642/3,  Feb’y  6.  P  95  Do:  “Granted  to  those  p’sons  whose  names  are  underwritten  of  upland  ground 
fit  for  improvement  withe  the  plough  as  followeth:”  Among  the  68  persons  here  listed  is,  “Anthony 
Fisher  4  acres,  0  roodes  42.” 

1644/5,  Feb’y  4.  P  110  Do:  “Woodlands  granted  to  divers  men  as  followeth:  Lot  No.  64  Ant. 
Fisher  8  acres  &  Yi  &  %  roode.” 

1644/5,  Mch.  14.  Vol.  I,  p  28  C  R:  “Mr  Anthony  Fisher  mentioned  in  ye  beginning  after  many 
offences  given  in  his  conversation  &  much  means  used  to  convince  &  reduce  him  into  order,  at  last  after 
God  had  much  humbled  him  &  brought  him  to  a  penitent  co’fession  therof  he  was  confortably  received 
into  ye  Church  14d  lm  1645.”  Son  Anthony  Jun’r  followed  close  after  on  July  20,  1645. 

1645,  May.  Vol.  II,  p  294  M  B  C,  Ptd:  Antho  :  Fisher  was  admitted  freeman  of  the  Colony  of  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Bay. 

1646/7,  Jan’y  1.  Vol.  I,  p  1 14  T  V:  “Antho  :  Fisher”,  and  5  others,  “ar  Chosen  to  act  in  Town  affayers 
for  ye  ensueing  year.” 

1648,  Oct.  19.  P  153  Do:  Here  is  a  list  headed,  “The  valuation  of  the  houses  in  Dedham  as  they  wer 
estimated  for  the  Countrey  Rate  1648”:  1st  Mr.  Allen  £45-36  (the  minister,  highest  in  list);  13th  Antho: 
Fisher  Juni  £10-8;  66th  Antho  :  Fisher  Seni  £28-23.  Relative  values  in  1655  were:  “Antho:  Fisher  Sen’r 
£17;  Antho  Jun’r  £10.” 

1648/9,  Feb’y  11.  P  158  Do:  “The  Town  Rate.”  Out  of  a  total  of  £33-13-4,  Antho.  Fisher  Sen’r  pays 
ls-3d-4,  Antho.  Fisher  Jun’r  paying  5s- Id. 

1649,  May  2.  Vol.  Ill,  p  209  M  B  C:  “Mr  Antho:  Fisher”  is  among  the  35  deputies  assembled  “At  a 
Generali  Corte  of  Election  at  Boston”  today.  He  represented  Dedham. 

1649,  Aug.  30.  Vol.  I,  p  160  T  V,  Ptd:  The  Selectmen  “assembled  to  make  the  Country  Rate  for  1649: 
Antho  :  Fisher  Sen’r  £0-17-7;  Antho  :  Fisher  Jun  £0-5-11.” 

1650,  Sept.  21.  P  130  Do:  Antho  :  Fisher  Seni  is  one  of  a  committee  to  consider  “the  motion  about  the 
Accomadation  of  the  village  to  be  erected  for  the  Indians  at  Natick,”  and  “make  retume  of  their  appre¬ 
hensions  therein.  ” 

1651,  Dec.  30.  P  190  Do:  “A  Bill  of  the  names  of  those  Townsemen  that  ar  to  be  called  at  the  generall 
Town  meeting.”  Eighty  six  names  are  in  this  list,  the  Fishers  being:  “Josh  :  Fisher  senio,  Antho :  Fisher 
Junio,  Antho  :  Fisher  seni,  Nath.  Fisher,  Leift.  Josh  Fisher,  Cornel.  Fisher,  Sergt.  Dan  :  Fisher.” 

1651/2,  Feb’y  3.  P  198  Do:  “The  Town  Rate:  Antho  :  Fisher  seni  £01-01-04;  Antho  :  Fisher  Ju 
£00-04-10.” 

1652,  Oct.  19.  Vol.  Ill,  p  365  M  B  C:  Anthony  Fisher  Sen’r  buys  a  farm  of  150  acres  and  a  house  lot 
of  12  acres  in  Dedham,  of  Samuel  Cooke  of  Dublin.  By  his  attorney  William  Parkes  of  Roxbury,  it  is  de¬ 
scribed  as,  “Abutting  at  the  back  of  the  Rocks  towards  the  west,  and  the  meadow  lying  beneath  the  same 
towards  the  north,  next  Charles  River,  as  it  lyeth  by  said  river,  abutted  and  bounded  betwixt  a  small 

brook  and  certain  rocks . One  house  lot  of  12  acres  in  the  smooth  plain  betwixt  the  House  lot  of 

Daniel  Fisher  towards  the  east,  and  the  highway  towards  the  north  and  west,  and  the  rocks  towards  the 
south,”  for  which  he  gave  £67-i3s.  This  lot  is  now  on  comer  of  Hartford  turnpike  and  Lowder  St. 

1652/3,  Mch.  7.  Vol.  I,  p  21 1  T  V,  Ptd:  In  the  “devision  of  the  divident  of 500  Acres  to  the  Inhabitants 
upon  the  rule  of  p’sons  &  estats”  Antho  :  Fisher  Sen’r  draws  Lot  No.  50  of  10  acres  2  roods,  while  son 
Anthony  draws  lot  No.  13  of  six  acres. 

1653/4,  Jan’y  2.  P  136  Do:  “Antho  :  Fisher  sen  is  chosen”  one  of  four  “ woodreeves;”  and  so  again  in 
*55,  ’57  ’58  ’61  and  ’62. 

1653,  Aug.  29.  P  213  Do:  “TheCounterey  Rate  made,”  taxed  Antho.  Fisher  Sen’r  £1-1 1-3.  In  Septem¬ 
ber  on  “The  Schoole  Rate”  he  was  taxed  £0-5-4. 
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1654,  May  3.  Vol.  IV,  Pt  1,  p  187  M  B  C:  “In  ansr  to  the  peticon  of  Anthony  Fisher,  desiring  the  re- 
mittment  of  ye  fine  ye  law  imposeth  on  him  for  his  neglect  of  seasonable  bringing  in  the  votes  of  Dedham 
to  ye  sheire  toune,  it  not  being  wilfull,  the  Court  judgeth  it  meete  to  abate  all  yt  fine,  excepting  twenty 
shillings,  besides  the  payment  of  tenn  shillings  for  his  peticon.” 

1655.  Vol.  I,  p  105  T  V,  Dorchester:  In  “An  account  of  the  Rate  of  £40-9-11  made  in  yeare  1655,” 
this  item  appears:  “Dew  from  Mr.  Jones  or  Anthony  Fisher  for  the  farm  rate  £00-14-00.”  This  is  the  first 
reference  we  have  to  Anthony  Fisher’s  owning  any  property  in  Dorchester.  By  1662  we  find  him  living 
there. 

1656/7,  Jan’y  23.  Vol.  I,  p  142  T  V,  Dedham:  The  town  voted  to  divide  certain  of  the  Common  lands 
among  79  citizens  entitled  to  same.  Anthony  Fisher  Senior’s  estate  of  £117-3  entitled  him  to  “6  acres 
Cow  Comons;  3  acres  Sheep  Como  ns;  and  lYi  A,  28  Rods  of  Divident  Acres.” 

1659/60,  Feb'y  20.  Vol.  Ill,  p  15  Do:  In  “A  Common  rights  Tax  of  £17-7-8  made  at  019d  p  comon,” 
Antho  Fisher  paid  6s. 

1660,  Apl.  16.  P  19  Do:  “Granted  to  Antho.  Fisher  senio  (upon  his  request)  libertie  to  have  4  Acres  of 
Land  neere  our  Pastor’s  farme.”  [It  was  part  of  a  500  acre  dividend  and  was  east  of  Medfield  Road.] 

1660,  Sept.  3.  P  24  Do:  “  Anth  :  Fisher  Senio  Commissioner  for  the  Countrey  Rate.” 

,1661  /2,  Jan’y  7.  P  43  Do:  Anthony  Fisher  Sen’r  takes  two  Shares  in  the  Woolomonacpeke  proposition, 
a  new  plantation  fathered  by  Dedham;  and  Anthony  Fisher  Jun’r  takes  two  also,  and  is  one  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  in  charge.  The  next  item  shows  that  Anthony  Fisher  Sen’r  has  taken  up  residence  in  Dorchester. 

1662,  May  5.  Vol.  I,  p  141  T  V,  Dorchester:  “  It  was  votted  whether  Anthony  Fisher  should  have  four 
pounds  allowed  out  of  the  town  rate  for  killing  6  wolves;  the  vote  was  affirmative.”  In  Jan’y  next 
he  received  16s  “  for  wolves.”  Anthony  Fisher  Jr.  received  pay  for  killing  three  in  1665,  and  this  shows  that 
the  son  also  takes  up  residence  in  Dorchester. 

1662,  May  7.  Vol.  IV,  Pt  2,  p  51  M  B  C:  “In  ans’r  to  the  peticon  of  Nath  Stemes  &  Anthony  Fisher, 
the  Court  sees  no  cause  to  grant  their  request.”  There  is  no  inkling  as  to  what  the  request  was. 

1662/3,  Jan’y  14.  Vol.  Ill,  p  66  T  V,  Ptd,  Dedham:  “A  motion  made  by  Antho:  Fisher  Jurier  to  have 
his  Devedent  that  was  due  at  Naticke  &  his  Fathers  neere  the  Lowe  plaine  adjoyneng  to  the  farme  of  Mrs. 
Stoughton.” 

1663,  Nov.  14.  Vol.  21,  p  21  B  M  D,  Boston  Ser:  “Anthony  Fisher  Sen:  Married  the  widow  of  Edward 
Breck  the  14th  of  (9  mo:)  1663.”  This  was  his  second  marriage,  at  age  72.  It  was  the  bride’s  third  matri¬ 
monial  venture.  The  marriage  was  at  Dorchester,  but  the  Dorchester  History  makes  the  mistake  of  saying 
he  was  of  Roxbury.  Isabel  Breck  the  bride  was  the  widow  of  Edward  Breck  of  Dorchester  who  died  in 
Nov.,  1662  leaving  ^  of  his  estate  of  £220-18-08  to  his  wife  Isabel.  Six  children  are  named.  She  died 
June  22,  1673  leaving  a  will  which  remembered  every  one  of  her  grand  children. 

1664,  Aug.  30.  Vol.  Ill,  p  87  T  V,  Ptd,  Dedham:  The  value  of  houses  in  Dedham  is  stated  again,  broken 
land  being  valued  at  10s  p  acre,  meadow  at  10s,  and  pasture  land  at  5s.  Antho:  Fisher’s  holding  is  now 
valued  at  only  £5  while  Ant.  Fisher  Jr’s  is  valued  at  but  £3. 

1664,  Oct.  19.  P  199  Dorchester  Hist  (1859) :  Anthony  Fisher  Sen’r  is  one  of  131  citizens  of  Dorchester, 
nearly  all  the  men  in  it,  to  sign  a  petition  to  the  General  Court,  praying  that  the  rights  as  granted  by 
charter  should  not  be  infringed.  The  petition  was  inspired  no  doubt  by  the  overthrow  of  Richard  Crom¬ 
well  on  the  accession  of  Charles  II. 

1664,  Dec.  5.  Vol.  I,  p  159  T  V :  “Anth:  Fisher  Se”  is  chosen  Selectman  of  Dorchester.  He  was  chosen 
also  in  1665  and  1666. 

1666,  Nov.  12.  P  174  Do:  In  the  constables’  report  for  the  year,  this  item  appears:  “To  Anthony 
Fisher  for  printing  chatechisms  £04-10-00.”  This  was  the  catechism  of  Rev.  Richard  Mather.  One  asks 
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where  can  a  copy  of  this  work  now  be  found?  Only  four  years  before  this  the  first  book-binding  in  the  U.  S. 
was  done  at  Boston.  Only  two  years  before  John  Eliot  had  finished  the  first  complete  Bible  printed  in  the 
western  hemisphere.  Its  title  page  bears  the  lines,  “At  the  charge  and  with  the  consent  of  the  Corporation 
in  England  for  the  promotion  of  the  Gospel  amongst  the  Indians  in  New  England,”  and  the  work  was 
done  at  Cambridge,  Mass. 

1665/6,  Mch.  5.  P  170  Do:  Among  the  “Officers  Chosen  for  this  yeere,”  Anthony  Fisher  is  one  of  three 
Commissioners. 

1667,  July  5.  P  186  Do:  “Anthony  Fisher  Senr  was  desiered  and  appointed  to  take  a  Constable  with 
him  and  to  goe  to  James  Minot  and  demand  the  remainder  of  the  pay  due  (by  the  Court  order)  towards  the 
maintenance  of  the  Child,  which  is  till  the  last  County  Court.” 

1667,  July  5.  P  186  Do:  “Anthony  Fisher  Sen  was  desired  to  speak  with  Francis  Oliver  and  to  inform 
him  that  he  is  to  return  unto  the  place  from  whence  he  came.” 

1667/8,  Jan’y  13.  P  147  Do:  Anthony  Fisher  is  on  the  record  as  owning  24  acres  in  the  “Great  Lots,” 
out  of  a  total  of 754  acres.  His  name  appears  again  with  12  acres  which  no  doubt  belongs  to  Anthony  Jun’r. 

1668,  Dec.  21.  Vol.  3,  p  160  T  V,  Dedham:  “Assemb  to  make  the  Countrey  Rate:  Antho:  Fisher  £00- 
00-10*” 

1668,  Dec.  28.  P  161  Do:  “A  Rate  made  for  the  payment  of  Mr.  Samll  Schoolem’r  wherein  each  scholler 
is  assesed  at  5s  p  scholler  and  Estate  at  Id  p  £:  Antho:  Fisher  £00-00-05.” 

1671,  April  18.  Vol.  21,  p  27  B  M  D,  Boston  Ser:  “Mr.  Anthony  Fisher  Departed  out  of  this  Life  in  the 
80th  year  of  his  age  (April  18)  1671.”  He  died  intestate.  His  residence  had  been  “in  Mrs.  Stoughton's 
ffarms  within  the  bounds  of  Dorchester,  but  yet  distant  about  seven  or  eight  miles  from  Dorchester 
meeting  house,  being  neere  adjacent  to  the  towne  of  Dedham.” 

1671,  Apl.  25.  Vol.  7,  p  122  P  Ct,  Boston:  “An  Inventory  of  the  late  deceased  Anthony  ffisher  in 
Dorchester  who  deceased  the  18th  of  Aprill,  1671.  Taken  and  apprized  by  us  whose  names  are  underwrit¬ 


ten: 

Imprs  one  Cloth  Suite,  Coate  &  Breeches  ..........  £02-10-00 

It  one  Searge  Suite  Dublet  &  breeches  &  Stuffe  Coate  .......  02-00-00 

It  another  cloth  Suite  and  great  Coate  ..........  01-03-00 

Ten  other  lines  of  clothing,  &c  ...........  06-11-06 

It  a  pursh  &  Cash  ..............  0002-00 

It  three  Bookes  of  Doctor  Prestons  Workes  and  one  Bible  .  .  0104-00 

It  one  Mare  ...............  04-1000 

It  foure  Bills .  1800800 

It  one  paire  of  Tailers  sheers  and  pressing  Iron  .........  000300 

It  bed,  Boulster  Coverlet,  pillows,  blankets,  fltc  ........  03-1500 

At  Dedham  May  the  20: 

It  one  bed  Boulster  pillow,  blankets  &  old  rugge  ........  020800 

Five  other  lines  including  table,  cubbard,  pan,  chest,  &c  .....  02-1200 

Debts  due  to  the  Estate  080600 

It  one  Booke  &  Swamp  .............  01-0000 


William  Sumner  John  Gay  £216-1206 

Richard  Hall  Henry  Wicht 

Thomas  Holman 

Debts  due  from  ye  Estate  ’  .  £050603  ” 


1671,  June  13.  P  122  Do:  “Administration  to  the  Estate  of  Anthony  fisher  late  of  Dorchester  is  granted 
to  Ensigne  Daniel  ffisher  and  Nathaniel  ffisher  his  Sonnes  they  bringing  in  an  Inventory  of  sd  Estate 
giving  Security  to  administer  according  to  Law.” 

1671,  July  25.  P  123  Do:  “This  may  certify  ye  much  horid.  County  Court  That  wee  whose  names  are 
here  under  written  being  ye  sonnes  &  Daughter  of  or  Late  deare  father  Anthony  ffisher  Senr  of  Dorchester 
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deceased  who  though  hee  died  intestate  yet  hee  had  made  us  acquainted  fully  with  his  minde  referring  to 
the  disposing  of  the  Estate  yt  hee  should  have  at  his  death.  The  greater  part  whereof  is  presented  here 
with  by  Inventory,  it  Conteyning  all  where  of  hee  died  possessed  Either  by  the  goods  themselves  or  by 
specialltie.  But  where  hee  had  delivered  some  other  part  of  his  Estate  formerly  to  each  of  us,  to  Some  more 
to  Some  less.  Wee  are  all  and  every  of  us  fully  agreed  and  concluded  to  divide  the  whole  equally  amongst 
us,  that  is  to  each  of  us  an  equall  part  both  of  what  is  Expressed  in  the  present  Inventory  aforesaid  or 
formerly  delivered  to  us  for  some  time  before  the  decease  of  our  Said  father  Accounts  thereof  Being  hitherto 
kept  amongst  us.  And  this  our  division  wee  knowing  to  bee  the  true  mind  of  our  Said  father  wee  all  in- 
deavor  carefully  fiillfill  and  humbly  crave  the  confirmation  thereof  by  this  hond.  Court  for  the  Legall 
Settlement  thereof  for  ye  preventing  all  after  Contests  and  ye  poore  Suppliants  shall  ever  pray. 

“The  Court  Consents  to  this  division  agreed  upon  &  orders  it  to  be  there  determination  Ensigne  Daniell 
ffisher  affirming  ye  supscriptions  abovesd  to  bee  signed  by  the  above  named. 

“Attest  at  Boston  26th  5th  1671.  Daniell  ffisher 

Nath  ffisher 
Cornelius  ffisher 
Daniel  Morse 
Joanna  ffisher" 

1671,  July  26.  P  123  Do:  “Ensigne  Daniel  ffisher  made  oath  yt  this  is  a  true  Inventory  of  ye  Estate 
of  his  late  father’s  and  when  hee  Knows  more  will  discover  it.” 

1679/80,  Feb’y  12.  Vol.  I,  p  321  T  V,  Dorchester:  “  Isabel  Fisher”  is  in  a  list  of  citizens  who  are  behind 
in  the  payment  of  their  ministers’  rates.  She  owes  14s-4d  dating  from  the  year  1672. 

CHILDREN 

(as  named  in  father’s  probate  papers) 

1.  LYDIA  b.  a  1622;  m.  Daniel  Morse;  she  d.  he  d.  June  5,  1688,  ae  75  4  ch 

He  was  of  Sherbom  where  he  was  a  founder  and  greatest  land  owner. 

2.  ANTHONY  b.  a  1625;  m.  Sept.  7,  1647,  Johanna  Faxon;  he  d.  1670,  ae  a  45  she  d.  Oct.  16,  1694  8  ch 

He  lived  at  Dedham  where  he  was  made  free  in  1646.  He  was  member  of  Ancient  8c  Honorable  Artillery  Co.  In 

1661  he  went  to  Wrentham;  but  returned  and  died  at  Dorchester. 

3.  NATHANIEL  b.  a  1628;  m.  Dec.  26, 1649,  Esther  Hunting;  he  d.  May  23, 1676,  ae  a  48  she  d.  Jan'y  30,  1691  1  ch 

He  lived  at  Dedham  where  he  was  constable  1675.  She  m  (2)  July  31,  1690  Timothy  Dwight. 

4.  CORNELIUS  b.  a  1632;  m.  Feb’y  23, 1653,  Leah  Heaton;  he  d.  June  2, 1699,  ae  a  67  she  d.  Jan’y  12,  1664  9  ch 

He  m  (2)  July  25, 1665,  Sarah  Everett  who  d.  at  Wrentham  Feb’y  28, 1675.  He  was  a  carpenter  and  deputy  to 

G  C  in  1692.  Lived  at  Dedham  and  Wrentham. 

5.  CAPT.  DANIEL  b.  a  1638;  m.  a  1662,  Hannah  Hill  (see  below) 


CAPT.  DANIEL  FISHER 

HANNAH  HILL 
bp.  Dec.,  1641 
d.  a  July,  1729,  ae  88 


b.  a  1638 

m.  1662 
d.  a  July,  1707 
ae  a  69 


1641,  Dec.  P  172  C  R:  Hannah  Hill  was  bap¬ 
tized  in  the  Church  at  Dorchester,  Mass.,  this 
month. 


1661/2,  Mch.  9.  P  33  C  R:  “The  9th  (1)  6 y2 
was  admitted  unto  full  Communion  wth  ye 
Church  James  White  and  Margaret  ye  wife  of 
James  Trobridg  and  Hanah  Hill.” 


1638.  Daniel  Fisher  was  bom  probably  at 
Dedham  soon  after  the  arrival  of  his  parents  from 
England.  It  is  also  quite  possible  that  he  was 
bom  shortly  before  their  departure  therefrom, 
and  made  the  sea  voyage  as  a  babe  in  arms.  He 
was  almost  one  generation  younger  than  the 
Captain  Daniel  Fisher  of  Dedham  who  was  bom 
in  1618  per  his  own  testimony  and  who  married 
Nov.  16,  1641,  Abigail  Marriot.  The  Fisher  Gen¬ 
ealogy  claims  that  Captain  Daniel  of  Dedham 
was  the  son  of  Anthony  and  does  not  attempt  to 
account  for  our  Daniel  of  Dorchester  and  Taun- 
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1671/2,  Feb’y  18.  P  18  C  R:  She  was  dismissed 
to  the  Church  in  Taunton,  Mass.,  in  accord  with 
this  record  of  the  Dorchester  pastor:  “also  Han¬ 
nah  gmdafter  of  ye  widdow  Hill  wif  to  one  ffisher 
dismissed  to  Joyne  to  ye  Church  at  Tanton  & 
another  of  h^r  daughters  was  dismissed  ye  same 
time  but  whether  she  was  in  full  Comunion  I  doe 
not  yett  know,  neither  her  name  but  since  I  under¬ 
stand  yt  her  name  is  Rebeckah  who  is  marryed  to 
a  man  at  Taunton  &  yt  she  was  in  full  Comunion.” 

'  1707,  July  29.  In  the  agreement  of  Widow 
Fisher  and  her  children,  son  Daniel,  executor, 
agrees  to  “maintain  our  aged  mother  honorably 
during  life  she  to  dwell  with  such  child  as  she 
choose.” 


ton.  Others  claim  our  Daniel  as  the  son  of  An¬ 
thony,  and  it  may  be  said  that  there  is  as  good 
ground  for  one  claim  as  for  the  other.  We  take 
the  latter  view  because  Daniel,  a  young  man, 
would  naturally  move  with  his  father  when  the 
latter  moved  from  Dedham  to  Dorchester.  Here 
he  suffered  a  fire  loss  as  shown  in  second  item 
below  and  here  he  married  his  good  wife  Hannah 
Hill. 

1660/1,  Jan’y  26.  Vol.  VI,  p  163  P  Ct,  Boston: 
Nathaniel  Fisher  of  Dedham  makes  will  naming 
father-in-law  John  Hunting  and  brother  Daniel 
Fisher  as  executors.  He  names  also  wife  Ester 
and  brothers  Anthony,  Cornelius  and  sister  Lydia 
Morse. 


1661,  Nov.  11.  Vol.  I,  p  139  T  V,  Dorchester: 
In  “the  Constables  account  for  Rates  1660,”  we 
find  among  the  credits:  “  It:  alowance  for  Daniel 
Fisher  9 d  in  consideration  of  loss  by  fire.”  Proba¬ 
bly  within  a  year  from  this  time  Daniel  and  Han¬ 
nah  were  married  at  Dorchester.  The  Pastor’s 
record  shows  her  to  be  single  in  March,  1662. 
Hence  the  marriage  was  between  this  date  and 
the  next  which  shows  the  baptism  of  their  first 
child. 

1663,  Dec.  27.  P  195  C  R,  Dorchester:  “Dan- 
iell  ye  Sonne  of  Daniell  ffisher  baptized  ye  same 
time  his  mother  being  a  member.”  Savage  and 

- — 1 — -  others  in  naming  the  children  of  Daniel  Fisher  of 

Taunton  omit  the  name  of  this  child  Daniel  bom  at  Dorchester  before  they  moved  to  Taunton.  They 
give  only  those  bom  at  Taunton.  This  birth  of  Daniel,  therefore,  in  Dec.,  1663,  and  of  Hannah  in  Feb’y, 
1666,  proves  to  us  that  their  removal  was  somewhere  between  these  dates.  We  suffer  a  paucity  of  facts  in 
regard  to  Daniel’s  early  life  in  Taunton  because  of  the  fire  in  Taunton  in  1848  which  burned  up  nearly  all 
the  Town  records.  All  the  land  records  were  not  burned  but  of  this  early  day  there  does  not  seem  to  be  any 
extant.  Most  all  early  land  grants  were  a  part  ot  the  town  minutes  and  these  were  a  total  loss. 


1729,  July.  The  above  instrument  was  sworn 
to  by  all  the  signers  &  witnesses  this  month;  hence 
it  is  probable  that  the  mother  had  just  died  and 
final  distribution  is  at  hand.  This  means  that  she 
was  close  to  the  age  of  88  and  thus  covered  the 
greater  part  of  the  first  Christian  century  of  New 
England’s  history. 

1733/4,  Feb’y  14..  Vol.  55,  p  95  S  C  D:  Her 
son,  “Daniel  Fisher  of  Taunton,  yeoman,” 
grandson  of  John  Hill  Sen’r  of  Dorchester,  with 
other  heirs,  signs  the  deed  disposing  of  the  grand¬ 
father’s  lands  in  Stoughton. 


1671,  July  26,  Vol.  7,  p  123  P  Ct,  Boston:  Ensign  Daniel  Fisher  appears  at  Boston  at  the  probate  of 
Anthony  Fisher’s  estate  of  Dorchester,  with  brothers  Nathaniel  and  Cornelius,  brother-in-law  Daniel 
Morse  and  sister-in-law  Joanna  Fisher.  They  reach  agreement  to  share  and  share  alike  in  the  distribution. 
The  agreement,  too,  shows  that  their  father  had  previously  made  some  distributions  to  each.  Previous 
thereto,  date  not  given,  the  four  sons,  including  Daniel,  had  given  bond  to  pay  their  step-mother  £10  per 
year,  “at  2  li  10s  the  quarter  of  the  yeare  during  her  naturall  life.”  The  title  Ensign  used  here  is  the  only 
place  we  find  it  in  the  public  records.  All  the  early  election  records  were  burned  up  in  the  Taunton  fire. 


1675,  June  24.  P  93  Taunton  Hist  (1893):  King  Philip  made  this  year  famous  by  breaking  away  from 
the  plan  of  his  noble  father  Massasoit  who  for  40  years  kept  a  treaty  of  peace  with  the  Pilgrims,  and  at¬ 
tacked  the  settlers  where  he  dared.  In  Taunton  the  authorities  made  a  census  at  once  headed,  “The 
names  of  heads  of  families  in  Taunton  anno  domini  1675,  when  King  Philip's  War  began.”  This  list, con¬ 
taining  96  names,  includes  four  of  our  ancestors  -  Daniel  Fisher,  James  Bell,  Robert  Crosman  and  Nicholas 
White. 
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1676,  July  28.  Vol.  12,  p  66  P  Ct,  Boston:  “Elder  John  Hunting  &  Capt  Daniel  ffisher  made  Oath  in 
Court  that  this  is  a  just  &  true  inventory”  of  Nathaniel  Fisher’s  estate. 

1682,  Apl.  8.  P  330  Taunton  Hist  (1893) :  “The  Military  Company  of  Taunton  are  here  devided  into 
four  Squadrons  in  order  to  their  Bringing  their  Armes  to  meeting  on  every  Sabbath  day  untill  the  last  of 
October  according  to  Court  order.”  In  the  list  are  134  names,  among  whom  are  two  ancestors  at  least  and 
children  of  all  four  of  our  Taunton  forebears,  as  follows:  In  the  first  squadron,  Nicholas  White,  Joseph 
White,  John  Crossman,  Joseph  Crossman;  2d  squadron,  Daniel  Fisher  Senr;  3d  squadron,  John  White; 
4th  squadron,  James  Bell,  Nathaniel  Bell  &  Daniel  Fisher  Jr. 

1690,  Dec.  1.  P  395  Do:  Our  Robert  Crossman’s  bill  of  this  date  is  evidence  that  Daniel  Fisher  was  a 
soldier  in  the  Canada  expedition  of  1690  in  the  Company  of  Capt  Samuel  Gallop,  under  Sir  William  Phipps. 
Robert  Crossman  repaired  his  gun  at  a  cost  of  9 d.  It  is  possible  and  even  probable  that  this  refers  to  son 
Daniel  who  is  now  27  years  old  rather  than  to  father  Daniel  who  is  about  52.  It  fits  the  elder  better,  too, 
to  subscribe  money  for  the  expedition  as  he  did  in  item  following. 

1690.  P  393  Do:  “Money  raised  for  Canada  Expedition,  1690.”  Fourteen  subscribers  are  in  the  list 
which  totals  £12-084)0,  our  “Daniel  Fisher  se’r”  appearing  as  giving  5s.  England  was  fighting  with  France 
in  the  King  William's  war  and  the  Colonies  were  helping  by  sending  a  force  up  to  Nova  Scotia  to  capture 
Port  Royal  which  they  did  successfully;  but  in  the  following  year  Phipps  failed  in  a  naval  attack  upon 
Quebec.  Notwithstanding  this  failure,  however,  he  was  appointed  Governor  of  Massachusetts  in  1692. 
He  distinguished  himself  as  Governor  by  appointing  a  commission  of  seven  magistrates  to  try  every  case 
of  witchcraft  persecutions.  He  was  called  to  London  to  answer  to  certain  charges  of  arbitrary  conduct  and 
died  there  in  1695. 

1707,  July.  This  is  the  approximate  date  of  Daniel  Fisher  Senior’s  death.  He  died  at  age  of  about  69 
without  having  made  a  will.  From  the  agreement  below  it  would  appear  that  the  old  folks  had  lived  for 
some  time  under  son  Samuel’s  care,  and  that  Samuel  had  secured  a  deed  to  the  homestead  and  40  acres, 
to  the  prejudice  more  or  less  of  the  other  heirs.  The  agreement,  however,  readjusts  the  matter. 

1707,  July  29.  Vol.  VI,  p  261  P  Ct,  Taunton:  “An  Agreement  made  by  the  widdow  &  children  of  Dan’l 
Fisher  Senr  of  Taunton  dec’d:  Whereas  the  said  Daniel  Fisher  sometime  before  his  death  did  give  to  his 
son  Sam’l  Fisher  an  instrument  in  writing  ....  whereby  he  gave  to  him  his  Dwelling  house  &  bam  & 
forty  acres  of  land  thereto  adjoining  which  he  ye  said  Sam’l  Fisher  was  to  have  after  the  death  of  his  father 
&  mother,  he  being  to  perform  divers  conditions  mentioned  in  said  writting  but  after  the  death  of  his  said 
father,  on  further  consideration,  and  for  the  better  settlement  of  the  estate  in  Peace  &  Love  among  the 
children,  the  said  Samuel  Fisher  doth  freely  consent  to  give  up  said  writing  again  &  doth  by  these  Presents 
make  it  null  &  void  and  together  with  his  brothers  and  sisters  and  their  aged  mother  do  all  lovingly  and 
jointly  agree  that  Daniel  Fisher  Junior,  the  eldest  son  of  their  Honor’d  Father  Deceased,  shall  administer 
on  their  fathers  estate. 

“  1.  Daniel  shall  have  all  the  estate  both  real  &  personal  under  these  conditions  following:  That  he 
maintain  our  aged  mother  honorably  &  decently  during  life,  she  to  dwell  with  whichever  child  she  pleases. 

“2.  Samuel  Fisher  to  have  liberty  to  dwell  in  the  dwelling  house  &  use  the  bam  till  November,  1708 
and  have  half  the  crops  now  in  the  ground,  with  liberty  to  plant  2  acres  next  year  &  have  the  whole  crop 
himself.  Also  Dan’l  is  to  pay  him  £23  and  Samuel  is  to  take  against  this  £23  ten  acres  of  land  that  was 
bought  of  Robert  Thornton,  and  \x/i  acres  of  meadow  adjoining  to  it  and  6  acers  of  meadow  near  the  Drye 
pond  and  was  appraised  at  £16,  the  balance  of  £7  to  be  paid  in  moveables . 

“  3.  Daniel  to  pay  brother  Eleazur  £13,  and  brother  Israel  £13,  they  to  take  two  Rumford  lots  between 
them  at  £1 1  each,  the  balance  to  be  paid  before  Feb’y  1,  1708/9 . 

“4.  Daniel  to  pay  brother  Nathaniel  £13  before  Feb’y  1,  1708/9 . 

“5.  Daniel  to  pay  brother  &  sister  Thomas  &  Hannah  Brayman  £13  before  Aug.  1,  1709 . 
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“6.  Daniel  to  pay  brother  &  sister  Ebenezer  &  Mary  Eddy  £11,  they  to  have  1st  choice  of  the  move¬ 
ables  in  liquidation . 

"7.  Daniel  to  pay  sister  Mercy  £13  before  Aug.  1,  1709 . 

Witnesses:  George  Leonard,  Hannah  X  Brayman,  Ebener  Edy,  Mary  X  Edy,  Mary  X  Fisher, 
John  Briggs,  Eleazer  Fisher,  Hannah  X  Fisher,  Dan’l  Fisher,  Samuel  S. 

Jer.  Newland.  Fisher,  Israel  Fisher,  Nathl  Fisher,  Thomas  Brayman.” 

1709,  Jan’y  13.  Do:  The  above  named  Israel  Fisher  signed  sealed  &  delivered  this  Instrument  in  the 
presence  of  George  Williams  &  Leonard  Burt. 

1729,  Second  Tuesday  in  July.  Do:  “Then  personally  appeared  Jon  Briggs  &  Jeremiah  Newland  & 
made  solemn  oath  that  they  saw  Hannah  Brayman,  Mary  Fisher,  Hannah  Fisher  &  Thomas  Brayman 
Signe  Seal  &  Execute  the  above  written  Instrument  &  their  act  added  and  yt  the  Defandants  signed  as 
witnesses  at  ye  same  time.” 

1729,  July  9.  Do:  “Came  Ebenezer  Ede,  Mary  Ede,  Daniel  Fisher,  Eleazer  Fisher,  Israel  Fisher, 
Nathaniel  Fisher,  the  subscribers  to  the  aforesaid  agreement  of  their  Father  Daniel  Fisher’s  Estate  Late 
of  Taunton  Deceased  &  acknowledged  the  same  to  be  their  voluntary  act  &  deed.” 

1729,  July  17.  Do:  All  above  papers  were  recorded  by  Stephen  Paine  Registrar.  These  papers,  filed 
22  years  after  the  1707  agreement,  indicate  that  the  mother  has  lately  died  and  that  final  settlement  is 
now  at  hand. 

CHILDREN 

(first  child  bom  at  Dorchester;  all  the  rest  at  Taunton;  all  but  1st  are  recorded  in  Plymouth  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  8) 

1.  DANIEL  b.  Dec.  22,  1663;  m.  Feb’y  7,  1694/5,  Mercy  Eddy 

He  was  soldier  in  the  Military  Company  of  Taunton  in  1700.  He  is  eldest  son  in  agreement  of  July  29,  1707. 

He  signed  the  deed  of  1734  also  (Hill  heir). 

2.  HANNAH  b.  Feb’y  1,  1666;  m.  1685,  Thomas  Brayman 

3.  JOHN  b.  Nov.  30,  1667 

He  died  prob.  before  July  29,  1707,  since  he  did  not  sign  agreement. 

4.  SAMUEL  b.  Dec.  3, 1669;  m.  a  1702,  Lydia  White  (see  below) 


5.  ELEAZER  b.  May  12, 1675;  m.  Dec.  24, 1696,  Hannah  Eddy;  he  d.  a  Dec.,  1750,  ae  75  she  d.  10  ch 

They  lived  in  Norton.  His  inv’y  appx.  £360. 

6.  MARY  b.  May  30,  1675;  m.  a  1702,  Ebenezer  Eddy; shed.  he d.  a  1756  8  ch 

Both  appeared  at  P  Ct.,  July  9,  1729. 

7.  MERCY  b.  Dec.  12,  1677 

She  was  unmarried  on  July  29,  1707.  Probably  she  is  the  Mary  Fisher  in  acknowledgement  of  July,  1729. 

8.  ISRAEL  b.  Mch.  27,  1680;  m.  bef.  1710,  Susannah -  5  ch 

He  was  soldier  in  the  Military  Company  of  Taunton  in  1700.  He  ack.  signature  on  July  9,  1729. 

.  9.  NATHANIEL  b.  Feb’y  9,  1682;  m.  Sarah - ;  he  d.  Apl.,  1761,  ae  79  she  d.  8  ch 


He  was  soldier  in  the  Military  Company  of  Taunton  in  1700.  They  resided  in  Norton;  his  inv'y,  £48-15-5. 

SAMUEL  FISHER  b.  Dec.  3,  1669 

LYDIA  WHITE  m.  a  1702 

b.  Aug.  17,  1682  d.  a  July,  1724 

d.  -  ae  55 

1682,  Aug.  17.  P  17  Nicholas  White  Gen 
(1902):  Lydia  White  was  bom  in  Taunton,  the 
eldest  of  ten  children.  Note  that  she  was  thirteen 
years  younger  than  her  husband.  She  married  at 


1669,  Dec.  3.  Vol.  VIII,  p  60  P  C:  “Samuel 
Fisher,  the  son  of  Daniell  Fisher,  was  borne  the 
3d  of  December,  1669.”  The  event  was  at  Taun¬ 
ton,  Mass.,  whither  his  parents  had  moved  some 
six  years  before.  This  item,  recorded  at  Plymouth, 
,  was  saved  from  the  Taunton  fire  of  1848  which 
burned  up  all  the  early  vital  records. 

1686/7,  Jan’y  21.  Vol.  13,  p  499  L  R,  Taunton: 
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Robert  Thornton,  carpenter,  for  £6,  sells  to  Sam¬ 
uel  Fisher  Sen’r  of  Taunton,  Planter,  a  triangle 
lot  in  the  Rumford  division  of  Taunton  westerly 
from  ye  meeting  house  and  bounded  “Northward 
by  ye  3  mile  river.  ”  This  purchase  could  hardly 
be  made  by  Samuel  since  he  is  now  just  past  17 
and  moreover  there  is  no  Samuel  Fisher  Senr  at 
this  time  since  there  is  no  Samuel  junior.  Again 
in  the  agreement  of  1707  this  particular  Thornton 
plot  was  a  part  of  Father  Daniel  Fisher’s  estate, 
hence  the  deed  should  have  been  in  his  name.  By 
the  agreement  it  finally  does  go  to  Samuel. 

1702.  Samuel  was  not  far  from  thirty  three 
years  of  age  when  he  married  Lydia  White  who  was 
thirteen  years  his  junior.  Taking  1702  as  the 
wedding  year  she  would  be  a  bride  of  twenty.  The 
writer  made  two  trips  to  Norton  but  on  neither 
occasion  was  successful  in  finding  the  first  town 
meeting  book  of  the  place.  Diligent  search  was 
made  for  me  by  the  first  selectman  ih  the  town 
vault,  but  he  could  not  locate  it  and  was  much 
astonished  to  find  it  missing.  Hence  we  shall  not 
be  able  to  record  any  town  meeting  notice  of 
Samuel’s  doings. 

1707,  July  29.  This  is  the  date  of  the  family 
agreement  which  was  made  after  the  death  of 
father  Daniel  Fisher  Senior.  Prior  thereto  he  had 
given  a  conditional  deed,  not  recorded,  to  Samuel, 
his  son,  whereby  Samuel  was  to  have  the  father’s 
dwelling  and  bam  and  40  acres  adjoining  and 
“perform  divers  conditions  mentioned  in  said 
writing.’’  The  new  agreement,  however,  gives 
Samuel  the  following:'  2.  Samuel  Fisher  to  have 
liberty  to  dwell  in  the  dwelling  house  and  use  the  barn  till  November,  1708,  and  have  half  the  crops  now 
in  the  ground,  with  liberty  to  plant  two  acres  next  year  and  have  the  whole  crop  himself.  Also  older 
brother  Daniel  is  to  pay  him  £23,  Samuel  to  take  against  said  £23  ten  acres  of  land  that  was  bought  of 
Robert  Thornton,  and  1  acres  of  meadow  adjoining  to  it  and  six  acres  of  meadow  near  the  Drye  pond, 
appraised  at  £16,  the  balance  of  £7  to  be  paid  in  movables. 

By  the  above  it  would  appear  that  Samuel  was  ousted  from  the  parental  farm  house  in  the  Norton  end 
of  Taunton  and  that  in  November,  1708,  he  was  to  move  to  the  Rumford  Division  where  the  10  acre 
Thornton  lot  was  -  “westerly  from  ye  Meeting  house  of  ye  sd  Taunton.’’  Samuel  had  evidently  been  the 
home  man  of  the  family,  managing  the  farm  in  the  father’s  declining  years;  but  however  much  he  had 
done,  the  rest  of  the  family  evidently  thought  that  the  reward  of  the  whole  farm  was  too  much. 

1711,  Sept.  19.  P  62  Norton  Hist  (1859) :  The  town  of  Norton  voted  to  call  Rev.  Mr.  Avery  at  salary 
of  £40.  He  did  not  respond,  so  they  proceeded  to  lay  a  tax  for  a  parsonage  as  a  further  inducement.  Sixty 
six  citizens  were  assessed  a  rate  to  raise  £32  and  Samuel  Fisher  is  in  the  list  at  6s  8 d  on  heads;  00  on  Real 
Estate  and  3s  4 d  on  personal  estate. 

1712,  May  14.  Vol.  8,  p  373  L  R,  Taunton:  Samuel  Fisher  of  Norton,  for  £10,  sells  to  Samuel  Danforth 


about  20  and  had  some  22  years  of  wedded  life  in 
the  Norton  end  of  Taunton. 

1724,  Sept.  21.  Vol.  V,  p  172  P  Ct,  Taunton: 
Lydia  Fisher  renders  account  of  her  administra¬ 
tion  of  husband’s  estate  to  the  Court. 

1724,  Oct.  20.  Vol.  IV,  p  426  Do:  “To  Mrs. 
Lidiah  Fisher  Widdow  &  administratrix  to  the 
Estate  of  her  Late  Husband  Sam’l  Fisher  of 
Norton  Deceased  Intestate  Greeting:  .... 
Trusting  therefore  In  your  Care  &  Fidelity  I  do 
by  these  Committ  unto  you  full  Power  to  adminis¬ 
ter  all  &  singular,  &c  .  .  .  .  and  to  make  a  True 
and  Perfect  Inventory  ....  and  to  exhibit  the 
same  unto  the  Registry  of  the  Court  .  .  .  att 
or  before  the  Twentieth  Day  of  January  next  and 
to  Render  a  True  &  Plaine  accompt  of  your  Ad¬ 
ministration  uppon  oath  att  or  before  the  Twen¬ 
tieth  Day  of  October  1725.” .... 

1725,  July  7.  Vol.  V,  p  173  PCt:  In  the  “Agree¬ 
ment  made  by  ye  Children  of  Joseph  White  Late 
of  Taunton,”  the  second  item  is:  “We  Releise  to 
Lidiah  Fisher,  Widdow  of  Samuel  Fisher,  that 
Ten  acres  of  Land  of  our  said  Deceased  Father 
Whites  which  Lies  at  or  neare  her  Dweling  house 
in  Norton.”  Lastly  Joseph  White  administrator 
is  to  collect  all  debts  due  the  estate  and  pay  all 
“our  said  Fathers  Just  debtes”,  after  which  any 
“overplus  we  do  all  agree  shall  be  equally  Divided 
between  Lydiah  Fisher  &  Elizabeth  White.” 
Lydia  Fisher  is  now  43  years  old  and  how  much 
longer  she  outlived  her  husband  is  not  and  perhaps 
never  will  be  known. 
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of  Taunton,  “eight  acres  of  Meddowish  land”  in  Norton  which  was  “parcelled  unto  my  Father  Daniel 
Fisher  Senr,  late  of  Taunton,  deceased.” 

For  the  next  twelve  years  the  records  concerning  Samuel  are  silent.  Samuel  Fisher  died  suddenly, 
probably,  very  shortly  before  the  inventory.  He  left  no  will,  and  had  reached  55  years  of  age,  leaving  wife 
Lydia  at  only  42. 

1724,  July  18.  Vol.  IV,  p  438  P  Ct,  Taunton:  “Inventory  of  the  Estate  of  Samuel  Fisher,  taken  by 


Benjamin  Williams,  William  Stone  and  Samuel  Caswell: 

27  acres  of  land  with  ye  buildings  ...........  £85-00-00 

Carpenters  tools  ..............  2-01-00 

Farming  tools  .  .  .  2-06-00 

3  spining  wheels,  &c  .............  1-08-00 

Pails  &  trays,  wooden  dishes,  sadle  pillion,  pewter  and  12  books  ......  2-07-00 

2  beds,  3  coverlids,  2  boolsters,  &c  .  .  .  3-10-00 

1  cart,  two  sleds,  plows,  yoakes,  &c  ..........  2-00-00 

1  yoake  of  oxen,  3  cowes,  one  heaffer,  one  calf  &  one  horse  .......  27-00-00 

8  old  sheep,  5  lambs,  5  swine  ............  6-18-00 

Sundry  items,  all  covering  one  whole  page  .  .  .  4-00-00 


Total  £136-10-00” 

1724,  Sept.  21.  Vol.  V,  p  172  Do:  Lidiah  Fisher,  widow,  renders  account  to  the  Court  of  her  adminis¬ 
tration  as  follows: 

“The  personal  estate  being  ....... 

To  be  added  to  the  Inventory  by  advance  uppon  creatures  sold 
Rec'd  of  Ebenezer  Eddy  ........ 


She  then  asks  for  allowances  as  follows,  which  are  allowed: 

“To  1  cow  lost  3-00-00 

To  5  sheep  lost  .  .  .  .  1-15-00 

To  1  cow  killed  for  the  family  use  ........  1-01-00 

To  4  swine  killed  for  the  family  use  .  .  .  .  1-19-00 

To  the  widdow  for  beding  and  necessary  for  housekeeping  ....  6-00-00 

Sundry  debts,  &c  ..........  15-15-15 

1724,  Oct.  20.  Vol.  IV,  p  426  Do:  Lidia  Fisher  widdow  and  administratrix  to  the  estate  of  her  late  hus¬ 
band  Sam’l  Fisher  of  Norton,  dec’d  intestate,  made  oath  to  the  accuracy  of  above  inventory,  “and  when 
she  knowes  of  any  more  she  will  Reveal  it.  ”  Had  Samuel  Fisher  left  a  will  we  might  know  more  about  his 
children.  With  Taunton  records  burned  and  Norton  records  silent,  our  only  knowledge  comes  from  the 
land  records  which  show  only  the  two  children  below. 

1859.  P  81  Norton  Hist  (1859) :  The  Norton  History  written  at  this  time  says,  “Samuel  Fisher  is  sup¬ 
posed  to  have  lived  in  Norton  in  the  neighborhood  of  where  Albert  S.  Tucker  now  lives.” 

CHILDREN 

(only  two  known  to  us) 

1.  SAMUEL  b.  a  1704;  m.  May  15,  1729,  Hannah  Thayer  (see  below) 

2.  SETH  b. - ;  m.  Dec.  30,  1736,  Sarah  Leonard.  They  lived  in  Norton.  4  ch 


£051-104)0 

2-15-00 

0-05-00 


£54-10-00” 


£29-10-15" 


SAMUEL  FISHER 
HANNAH  THAYER 
b.  Sept,  15,  1704 
d. - - 


b. a  1704 
m.  May  15,  1729 
d.  a  1763 
ae  a  59 


1704,  Sept.  15.  P  183  Mendon  B  M  D,  Ptd: 


1704.  Samuel  Fisher  was  bom  about  this  time 
in  the  Norton  section  of  Taunton.  Any  record  of 
the  event  was  burned  up  in  1848.  When  about  20 
years  old  his  father  died  and  the  family  load  prob¬ 
ably  fell  heavily  upon  him. 
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Hannah  Thayer  was  bom  at  Mendon,  Mass., 
daughter  of  Ebenezer  and  Martha  Thayer.  In 
claiming  this  Hannah,  the  daughter  of  Ebenezer 
Thayer  of  Mendon  as  ours,  we  have  to  confess 
lack  of  positive  proof.  We  base  claim,  however,  on 
the  following  grounds:  (1)  She  is  the  only  Hannah 
Thayer  of  this  generation  or  earlier  generation  in 
the  Thayer  Genealogy,  who  is  unaccounted  for. 
(2)  The  death  of  her  father  in  1723,  leaving  her  at 
19,  and  one  of  a  large  family,  might  easily  lead  to 
a  visit  among  near  relatives  either  Thayers  or 
Haywards  in  the  new  settlement  of  Easton  where 
she  was  married.  (3)  Her  1st  cousin  Oliver  Thayer 
named  a  son  Lemuel,  an  odd  name,  about  same 
time  she  named  one  Lemuel.  (4)  She  had  dower 
rights  in  the  sale  of  land  with  husband,  indicating 
family  of  some  wealth  such  as  her  father  had. 
(5)  The  ages  of  the  two  are  just  about  the  same. 

1725,  Sept.  15.  Vol.  X,  p  306  P  Ct,  New  Ser, 
Boston:  On  her  twenty  first  birthday,  according 
to  her  father’s  will,  she  inherits  this  bequest: 
“Item.  To  daughters  Hannah  and  Martha,  at 
age  21  or  day  of  marriage,  £10  each;’’  also,  “to  my 
four  daughters  Deborah,  Abigail,  Hannah  and 
Martha  the  remaining  part  of  the  moveable 
estate  left  in  wife’s  hands  at  her  dispose.”  The 
total  estate  of  Ebenezer  Thayer,  her  father,  was 
£826-11-00 

1733,  Aug.  1.  Vol.  31,  p  137  L  R,  Taunton: 
Hannah  Fisher  signs  deed  to  the  sale,  for  £160,  of 
the  original  40  acre  farm  of  Daniel  Fisher  Sen’r 
in  Norton,  with  her  husband  Samuel  and  brother- 
in-law  Seth  Fisher. 

1734,  Sept.  10.  Vol.  25,  p  342  Do:  Hannah 
Fisher  and  husband  sign  deed  to  the  sale,  for  £50, 
of  a  20  acre  plot  in  Norton  “which  was  originally 
Samuel  Fisher’s  deceased;”  and  “further  I  Han¬ 
nah  Fisher  ye  wife  of  said  Samuel  Fisher  doth  by 
these  presents  freely  willingly  yield  up  ...  . 
all  my  right  of  Dowry  forever.” 

1741,  Sept.  26.  Vol.  31,  p  183  Do:  Hannah  and 
Samuel  Fisher  sell,  for  £30,  10  acres  in  Norton 
next  to  tract  “which  sd  John  King  bought  of  sd 
Samuel  Fisher  &  his  Brother  Seth  Fisher.”  At  the 
time  of  this  sale  Hannah  had  reached  the  age  of 
37.  It  is  the  last  reference  to  her  that  we  can  find. 


smaller  quarters.  They  did  not  retain  the  property  long, 
following. 


1729,  May  15.  Vol.  I,  p  1  P  R,  Easton:  One  of 
the  very  first  marriages  to  be  celebrated  in  the 
new  town  of  Easton,  Mass.,  was  that  of  Samuel 
Fisher  of  Norton  and  Hannah  Thayer;  at  least 
it  is  one  of  the  first  two  or  three  to  be  recorded  by 
the  town  clerk  of  Easton,  which  adjoins  Norton 
on  the  North.  At  this  time  Samuel’s  father  had 
been  dead  for  about  five  years,  but  grandmother 
Fisher  was  probably  living  at  age  88.  In  this 
family  we  suffer,  not  alone  for  fire,  but  for  the 
failure  of  many  to  record  their  vital  statistics  in 
these  early  days.  Then  again,  as  stated  above,  on 
two  visits  to  Norton  the  writer  has  not  been  able 
to  locate  the  first  town  meeting  book,  one  of  the 
aged  selectmen  being  dumbfounded  when  after  a 
long  search  he  could  not  find  it.  The  town  clerk, 
Jacob  Leonard,  at  whose  home  I  spent  one  very 
pleasant  evening,  told  me  I  was  the  only  one  who 
had  asked  for  that  book  in  thirty  years!  That 
book  covers  the  beginnings  of  Norton  as  a  sepa¬ 
rate  town  (inc.  Mch.  17,  1710)  and  should  have 
some  interesting  Fisher  facts.  The  following  deed 
covers  what  I  take  to  be  the  original  Daniel 
Fisher  Sen’r  farm  in  the  Norton  end  of  Taunton. 
It  comprises  some  40  acres.  Samuel  and  brother 
Seth  would  seem  to  have  secured  it  by  inheritance 
since  the  record  shows  no  purchase  of  same  by 
them.  Their  father  had  died  in  1724  leaving  ap¬ 
parently  only  27  acres,  but  their  mother  may  have 
added  some  and  indeed  she  had  put  some  of  her 
money  into  it  after  she  had  come  into  the  family 
in  1729.  By  1733  when  Samuel  and  Seth  sold  it 
they  owned  it  in  fee  simple. 

1733,  Aug.  1.  Vol.  31,  p  137  L  R,  Taunton: 
Samuel  &  Seth  Fisher,  husbandmen,  and  Hannah 
Fisher,  for  £160,  sell  a  40  acre  farm  in  Norton  to 
Mr.  John  King,  yeoman,  “beginning  at  ye  South 
comer  of  a  Bridge  called  and  known  by  ye  name 
of  Fisher’s  Bridge.”  It  extended  along  the  brook 
for  some  75  rods.  The  Taunton  History,  p  604, 
says  that  Fisher's  Bridge  was  built  prior  to  1700. 

1733,  Oct.  4.  Vol.  34,  p  48  Do:  Samuel  Fisher, 
husbandman,  of  Norton,  buys  of  Benjamin  & 
Lydia  Jones,  for  £30,  ten  acres  of  land  in  Norton 
close  to  “ye  said  land  which  sd  Fisher  sold  to 
Mr.  John  King.”  It  would  appear  from  this  as 
though  Samuel  and  Hannah  were  moving  into 
however,  selling  it  in  1741  as  per  second  deed 
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1734,  Sept.  30.  Vol.  25,  p  342  Do:  Samuel  Fisher  of  Norton,  husbandman,  and  Hannah  Fisher  his  wife, 
for  £50,  sell  to  William  Campbell  of  Norton  20  acres  in  Norton  “which  was  formerly  Taunton  old  Town¬ 
ship  and  which  was  originally  Samuel  Fisher’s  deceased”.  This  plot  also  began  at  Fisher’s  Bridge,  and 
was  sold  “in  mine  own  proper  right  of  a  good,  perfect  and  absolute  estate  of  Inheritance  in  fee  simple” 
....  and  “  further  I  Hannah  Fisher,  ye  wife  of  said  Samuel  Fisher,  doth  freely,  willingly  yield  up  all 
my  right  of  Dowry  forever.” 


'  1741,  Sept.  26.  VoL  31,  p  138  Do:  Samuel  &  Hannah  Fisher  of  Norton,  he  a  husbandman,  for  £30,  sell 
to  John  King  10  acres  in  Norton  cornering  on  “a  tract  of  land  which  sd  John  King  bought  of  sd  Samuel 
Fisher  &  his  Brother  Seth  Fisher.” 


"  1760,  Apl.  8.  Vol.  48,  p  432  Do:  Samuel  Fisher  Jun’r  buys  16 %  acres  from  Elnathan  Jones.  While  this 
deed  is  executed  to  Samuel  as  junior,  by  Oct.  24,  1765,  when  the  deed  was  recorded,  the  Jr.  was  dropped. 
Hence  it  may  be  that  Samuel  Fisher  died,  between  these  dates.  His  death  is  not  recorded  in  Norton.  There 
is  no  probate  record  at  Taunton  and  apparently  no  settlement  deed.  Hence  the  question  is  open  whether 
they  died  here  in  Norton,  as  probable,  or  died  elsewhere  leaving  will  or  other  settlement. 


CHILDREN 

(all  bom  at  Norton,  Mass.) 


1. !  LYDIA  b.  Mch.  25,  1730;  m.  Mch.  16,  1748,  William  Bassett  (see  below) 

2.  SAMUEL  b.  Apl.  24,  1733;  m.  Mch.  8,  1762,  Mary  Tucker 

She  was  bom  June  4,  1641.  They  have  no  children  recorded  in  Norton. 

3.  PHILIP  b.  May  5,  1735 

4.  LEMUEL  b.  Dec.  10,  1737;  m.  Apl.  7,  1763,  Mary  White  3rd 

,  She  was  daughter  of  Rev.  Ebenezer  White  of  Norton  who  grad.  H  C  in  1732. 


5..  HANNAH  b.  Jan’y  3,  1740;  m.  Jan'y  3,  1760,  Amos  Dagget 
He  was  of  Attleboro,  Mass. 


LINE  OF  DESCENT 

William  Bassett  b.  1726;  m.  Lydia  Fisher  b.  1730 

Nathan  Bassett  b.  1769;  m.  Mehitable  Buell  b.  1774 

Ozias  Buell  Bassette  b.  1807;  m.  Emeline  Eno  b.  1805 

Frederick  Henry  Bassette  b.  1839;  m.  Margaret  Anderson  b.  1844“'"' 
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